A b s t r a c t. Training of social workers, based on Polish and EU standards of education, aims at their acquiring professional qualifications and competences. It also aims at the development of the profession in order to cope with the social challenges of the modern society. The analysed issue of the European training system of social workers is presented in the context of the legal regulations in selected European countries.
INTRODUCTION
In the EU law the notion of "regulated profession" is defined as "a professional activity or group of professional activities, access to which, the pursuit of which, or one of the modes of pursuit of which is subject, directly or indirectly, by virtue of legislative, regulatory or administrative provisions Rev. Prof. JERZY KOPEREK -Head of the Chair of Social Life of the Family, the Institute of Family Studies and Social Work of the John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, Al. 48 to the possession of specific professional qualifications."
1 The pursuit of a regulated profession depends on satisfying the requirements defined in relevant regulations of the given member state of the EU. Every member state of the EU makes its own decision about regulating the access to professions. It happens that in one of the member states a particular profession is regulated and in other ones the profession does not have such a status. 2 The profession of social worker is a regulated profession, so it is subject to special legal regulations in the sphere of making access to it. The qualifications of social workers and the requirements and tasks that are set to them are regulated by law. Pursuant to Polish law the professional standards of this profession require completion of undergraduate studies in the field of social work. The legal basis in Polish jurisdiction refers to the following acts: In the classification of professions and specialties contained in the Regulation by the Minister of Labor and Social Policy of the Republic of Poland the profession of social worker is included in the register with the code 341205. 6 The classification of professions and specialties is a systematized set of professions and specialties that are encountered on the labor market. 7 . Bringing the classification up to date in order to adjust it to the changes occurring in the labor market (Polish and European ones) by introducing into it new occupations/specialties is done every 2-3 years. The Polish classification of occupations and specialties, as methodologically based on the International Standard Classification of Occupations ISCO-08, is brought up to date by regulations issued by the Minister of Labor and Social Policy (starting from 2015 it is the Minister of the Family, Labor and Social Policy) on the classification of occupations and specialties for the needs of the labor market, and the scope of their application. 8 In the Republic of Poland regulations on the rules of recognizing professional qualifications obtained in member states of the European Union are applied. Qualifications are a set of competences the obtaining of which was confirmed by a proper document (e.g. a diploma, a certificate) issued by a competent authority. Recognition of professional qualifications remains in force in the Republic of Poland also with respect to the profession of social worker. In Poland qualifications of social workers are indicated by the Act of 12 March 2004 on social aid 9 and by the Act of 16 February 2007 on modification of the law on social aid 10 and later amendments to it concerning the right to pursue the profession.
11 The basic qualifications of social workers are defined by Art. 116 and Art. 156 of the Act on social aid with the consideration of the further amendments to the Act.
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In the EU legislature the concept of regulated activity has been introduced for the needs of the system of recognition of qualifications. The activity that is mentioned in Annex IV to the Directive 2005/36/EC may be one of them. The 
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introduction of this concept is justified by the possibility that a worker has professional qualifications on the basis of relevant professional experience. More precisely, it is stated: if the right to pursue one of the activities mentioned in the directive in one of the member states is dependent on the possession of definite qualifications in the scope of knowledge and of skills with the general, commercial, or professional character, a migrant may automatically have his qualifications for pursuing this activity recognized, on condition that he has relevant professional experience or experience combined with adequate education in the sphere of pursuing the same activity in a member state from which he comes.
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Taking the above statements into consideration it seems that it is worth getting to know about the basic qualifications of social workers in chosen European states. The present study analyzes this issue with the consideration of Polish standards. On the one hand the process of implementation of the Union legislature into the Polish legislature progresses, and on the other, every state has the right to apply such solutions of the defining of the standards of qualifying this professional group that are proper for its system of training social workers. Hence, there is a need for bringing the education standards up to date and developing them in the sphere of preparation to the profession of social worker in Poland, using the standards that are in force in the European Union member states, and European states that do not belong to the EU. The present article pays attention to these determinants and tries to show them in the context of European and Polish education standards.
EUROPEAN STANDARDS OF TRAINING SOCIAL WORKERS
The education policy of the European Union and of particular countries of Europe has recently started playing an ever greater role against the background of other communities' policies. Many factors have contributed to it, and among them one of the major ones is the introduction of new reforms and curricula aiming at perfecting various stages of education. The Bologna declaration was a breakthrough in the European education policy, owing to which a plan was conceived of harmonizing higher education in Europe. The declaration contributed to the introduction of a number of changes aiming at creating new educational possibilities and establishing the European Higher Education Area. A special role in these changes is played by the Socrates program whose particular elements deal with reforms of school education, starting with the kindergarten level and ending with higher studies and permanent education of adults.
The process of European integration in the sphere of higher education is going on on the basis of the Bologna declaration that was accepted by European countries. 15 Standardization of levels and curricula is very important for the process of the development of higher education in Europe. One of the elements of this standardization is a three-level division of education -the B.A. level, the M.A level, the doctor's level, and the European Credit Transfer System, owing to which the clarity of the formally obtained qualifications increases. It also favors the mobility of students and professionals in the sphere of social work. These actions are taken on the forum of the European Union, but the ultimate legal regulations of education systems are enforced by member states. From this it follows that also autonomous solutions are permissible that are determined by a country's own experience in the sphere of doing social work and by the social-economic development of the country. By defining the European standards of social workers' education in the context of the provisions of the Bologna declaration, perfecting the education systems in the sphere of social work both in the European Union and in particular European countries is aimed at. Both different and common elements that are searched for, although they may not be compared as far as their content is concerned, may be referred to definite standards.
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The European Union and its member states are to a large degree aiming at the development of the community labor market. This has a clear effect on their education policy. Under these conditions a peculiar debate was started between the world of politics and that of universities about the education of employees. For obvious reasons universities promote the "academic quality" of education, whereas politicians support the development of vocational higher education. The following arguments speak for this type of education: 1) the financial argument coming from the area of financing the higher school; 2) the social argument from the field of preventing unemployment; 3) the argument from the field of the employment policy. In the first case politicians state that vocational higher education is cheaper in comparison with universities offering a full higher education. The second argument is reduced to the thesis that vocational higher schools graduates find work more easily. And when formulating the third argument it is noticed that the educating institutions, and especially the institutions of social aid, in a long-term process would have to create a demand for social workers with full higher education on the labor market. Such a process would undoubtedly require shaping the demand for such a kind of qualifications actively in the sphere of social work. So it turns out that economic reasons to a large degree condition the European education policy in the sector of higher education.
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In European higher education standardizing the education system according to the Bologna declaration does not level the differences in professional qualifications obtained in different European higher schools. 19 This obviously results from the differences in education systems in particular countries, and also from the character and identity of the given higher school. It is also Koperek, Waligórska, worth noting that according to sociological observations education is ideologically rooted in the given society, taking educational patterns from it, and at the same time it educates citizens for the needs of the society. A kind of a peculiar feedback is noticed then, between the socialization process in the society and the education process at schools that prepares people to work in this society.
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In Europe some countries also have a dual system of training social workers. In this system education obtained at universities and polytechnics on the one hand and education obtained at vocational higher schools on the other are distinguished. This is the case, among others, in Finland, the Netherlands and Lithuania, where the university and the vocational bachelor's degree are distinguished. On the contrary, in France only such higher schools may grant the university bachelor's degree that have received the permission from the Minister of Culture.
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Despite the different education systems that obtain in European countries, in most of them vocational studies (three-year-long) are the basic form of academic education and of obtaining professional competences. This concerns, among others, Denmark, Greece, Spain, Germany, Scotland and Sweden. Certainly in these countries also there is the possibility of further education on the level of full university studies and obtaining a specialty. 22 However, a problem appears that is connected with education on the level of full university studies. It is the fundamental question about the differences 20 Cf. Adam Koperek, Jerzy Koperek (ed.) in the scope of the curricula of the Bachelor's degree and Master's degree studies. In principle, most countries agree that undergraduate studies are supposed to prepare a student for practicing the profession of social worker, and so they are more practical in their character. On the other hand, studies ending with a Master's degree should be rather directed to doing research. This distinction is stressed more by academic institutions, among others, in France, the Netherlands and Germany, and less in Austria and Belgium. This division into teaching practical competences on the level of the first degree studies (BA) and stressing research on the level of the second degree studies (MA) is especially well seen in England and Ireland. 
LAW REGULATIONS IN THE SCOPE OF TRAINING SOCIAL WORKERS
Law regulations in the field of training social workers are the result of formal actions taken by the government. It is so in most European countries. For example, in Switzerland government departments of education and social work or associations of schools of social work are responsible for law regulations in this field. However, in Great Britain and Ireland it is the institutions that are responsible for the promotion of training social workers that enact the regulations. The range of the regulations is decided by documents setting the goals, tasks, curricula and the institutional frames of education, and also defining the length of the studies and the levels of the academic education. 24 Detailed information on this subject are contained in a comparative report of the research program in the field of social policy compiled under the European Council auspices in the form of the CDPS (97) (1994) (1995) , that was worked out under the European Council auspices is an important comparative report. It was drawn up as part of the research program in the field of social policy (1994) (1995) . It was coordinated on the plane of social work by Hans J. Brauns. The program that complemented and summed up earlier research, mainly developed the issues of protection of human rights and migration in the contents of professional education. It also touched, albeit in a limited dimension, the issue concerning the systems of training social workers in Europe. Cf. Kantowicz, Praca socjalna w Europie, 30; Jacob Kornbeck, "Researching social work professionalisation in the context of European integration," Social Work in Europe 5 (1999), nr 3, 75.
Supervision of government organs in the field of training social workers, and also more widely -workers of social professions, is conditioned by many factors. Education and social policy of the EU as well as the state's social policy in the area of social aid should be numbered among them. In European countries two different education systems are encountered. In one group of them a decentralized system functions (e.g. in Finland and Sweden). It is characterized by a far-reaching autonomy of schools, including schools training students for work in social professions. The government's responsibility is limited to drawing up the budget and enacting regulations in the sphere of education and social services. The situation is quite different in those countries in which the government takes all the responsibility for the whole of education, including standards of education. It is so, e.g. in Great Britain, where the government supervises and regulates the actions of schools with the help of a specially appointed commission (CCETSW). cil (GSCC), the Scottish Social Services Council (GSCC), the Care Council for Wales (CCW) and the Northern Ireland Social Care Council (NISCC).
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When one analyzes the example of Great Britain he notices the government's deep interest not only in the program-organization sphere of education, but in the quality of education itself as well. It is similar in other European countries. For example in Finland the government's interest in the quality of education is concerned with the division of competences within specialization among schools. On the other hand, in England and Scotland it refers to standardization of education programs that define the specialist competences and the students' professional competences.
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Therefore among European countries differences may be noticed in the education systems. Countries in which the government's stronger interference in the plans, curricula or trends in the training of social workers may be seen include Austria, Belgium, France, Greece, Spain, Poland, Norway, Czech Republic, Switzerland, Great Britain, Italy. On the contrary, in Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden the schools' and universities' autonomy is emphasized, especially in the aspect of working out and implementing the curricula.
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It is also worth emphasizing that regulations in the sphere of recognizability of the competences and professional qualifications of social worker, social pedagogue or of representatives of other social professions may be applied by specialized government departments and organs. Such a procedure functions mainly in countries that have considerable experience in the sphere of educating for social professions. Harmonizing the European education system according to the Bologna declaration along with the national legislative solutions specifying formal requirements in the sphere of social workers' training undoubtedly favors standardization and recognizing their qualifications and professional competences obtained during the various forms and fields of study in European higher schools. The model of social work functioning in each country has been worked out on the basis of the country's experience and it is dependent on the accepted model of the society. Polish experiences in the field of developing a social worker's workshop have also their specific determinants. The development model of social work accepted in Poland is based, among others, on the vision of the society of communities. Also the principle of social solidarism has its justification in the Polish society; the principle results both from the historical conditionings, especially clearly seen in the "Solidarity" social movement, and from the current experiences of various charity actions in Poland. Moreover, the Polish society is also subject to the modern transformation, democratization and globalization processes. Threats that are connected with them undoubtedly present a new challenge for social work. 35 However, one may hope that the profession of social worker in Poland stands a chance of winning a proper social standing, of developing according to the experiences in this field that have been gathered up till now, to the demand resulting from social changes and to the adequate development of the state's social policy.
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According to the Bologna declaration the division into studies of the first (BA), second (MA) and third (a doctor's degree) level has also been introduced in Poland. Since 2010 students have been trained in the field of social work on the first level. After completing the education on the BA level w Polsce. Aspekty społeczne," in Marian Z. Stepulak, Julia Gorbaniuk (ed.), Wybrane aspekty pracy socjalnej w warsztacie pracownika socjalnego, 59-69. 35 Cf. Adam Koperek (ed.), "Polityka międzynarodowa a globalizacja -wybrane aspekty," Przedsiębiorczość i Zarządzanie 13 (2012) 
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The basic qualifying standards for employing at the post of social worker are defined by the Act on social aid of 12 March 2004 45 . In the Act (Section III entitled "Organization of social aid", Chapter II "Social workers") in art. 116 par. 1 it is stated that:
"A social worker can be a person who meets at least one of the conditions stated below: 1) has a diploma of completion of a college for workers of social services 46 ; 2) has completed higher studies in the area of social work; 3) up to 31 December 2013 completed higher studies in a field preparing to the profession of social worker in one of the departments: a) pedagogy, b) special pedagogy, c) political science, d) social policy, e) psychology, f) sociology, g) family studies." . 47 In the Act on social aid the content of the regulation in art. 116 par. 1 p. 3 refers only to persons who started their education in a specialization preparing for the profession of social worker and it should be read jointly with the content of the regulation in art. 116 par. 1a: "The minister who is relevant to the issues of social security in agreement with the minister who is relevant to the issues of higher education will define, by way of an ordinance, the required skills, a list of subjects, the least number of classes and the scope and amount of practical student training for the specialization preparing for the profession of social worker realized at higher schools at the departments that are listed in par. 1, being guided by the necessity of adequately preparing the graduates for practicing the profession of social worker". See also the ordinance of the Minister of Labor and Social Policy of 25 January 2008 on the specialization preparing for the profession of social worker that is realized at higher schools (Official Journal of the Republic of Poland of 2008, nr 27, pos. 158).
48 Act of 16 February 2007 on changing the Act on social aid, art. 5 par. 1, 2, 3.
"Persons who before 1 January 2007 obtained the diploma of a vocational higher school with the specialization of social work may pursue the profession of social worker". The regulations concern persons who before 2007 graduated from a vocational higher school in the specialization "social work." A graduate of such a school has a diploma whose content does not indicate the name of the department of the studies, but only certifies the completion of the specialization "social work." On the basis of art. 5 par. 1 only a graduate from a vocational higher school who before the day of 1 January 2007 obtained a diploma certifying completion of studies with the specialization "social work" (the field of studies is not indicated in the diploma in this case) retains the right to pursue the profession of social worker, according to the principles of acquired rights, for an indefinite period. Art. 5 par. 3: "Persons who before the day of 1 January 2008 completed or continued higher studies with the specialty of social work in one of the departments: pedagogy, political sciences, social policy, psychology, sociology or family studies, after obtaining a diploma certifying the completion of the studies may pursue the profession of social worker." Persons who in the year 2007 or in all the preceding years completed higher studies (BA or MA level) with the specialty "social work" at the departments mentioned above, as of day of obtaining the diploma are entitled to pursue the profession of social worker and to be employed at this post for an indefinite period according to the principle of acquired rights. Then, persons who before the day of 1 January 2008 were only in the course of realization of the specialty "social work" at the studies mentioned above, as of day of obtaining a diploma certifying the completion of the studies are entitled to pursue the profession of social worker for an indefinite period according to the principle of acquired rights. Art. 5 par. 2: "Persons who up to the day of 1 January 2008 received a diploma that certifies the obtaining of a professional title in the profession of social worker, may pursue the profession of social worker". Persons who up to the day of 1 January 2008 (in all the years preceding that year) received a diploma confirming that they had obtained qualifications in the profession of social worker may pursue the profession of social worker. This means that every graduate of a post-secondary school (public or non-public with the rights of a public school) who has a diploma confirming that he had obtained qualifications in the profession of social worker, issued by a public school or a non-public school with the rights of a public school, retains the right to pursue the profession of social worker and to be employed and promoted at this post for an indefinite period, according to the principle of acquired rights. Independent of his work experience in the profession and changes in the places of employment, or even a lack of work experience in the profession, the above mentioned graduates of post-secondary schools have the right to pursue the profession of social worker, to be employed at this post, and to be promoted for an unlimited period of time, on the basis of the Act on social aid. Even if the regulations are changed the above mentioned persons will not lose their rights to pursue the profession in the future due to the fact of obtaining "the professional title in the profession of social worker" according to the principle of acquired rights. 49 Recognition of qualifications in the profession of social worker acquired in member states of the European Union, the Swiss Confederation or member states of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) -the parties of the agreement on the European Economic Area, is regulated by the Act on the rules of recognizing professional qualifications acquired in member states of the European Union of 18 March 2008. 50 The Act recognizes the qualifications for pursuing regulated professions or activities listed in Annex IV to Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September 2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications. 51 In Poland the organ that makes decisions about the recognition of qualifications in the profession of social worker is the minister who is relevant to social security (at present it is the Minister of Labor and Social Policy). Recognition of qualifications in a regulated profession of social worker does not concern citizens of member states of the European Union, the Swiss Confederation or member states of the European Free Trade Association -the parties of the agreement on the European Economic Area, who obtained the qualifications for the profession of social worker in Poland. Those persons, receiving a diploma that confirms the completion of education according to the qualification requirements for the profession of social worker acquire the rights to pursue this profession in Poland.
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CONCLUSION
The profession of social worker is a response to current social needs, such as: poverty, unemployment, homelessness, old age, marginalization, discrimination, addictions and so on. The problems arose as result of the intensification of social-economic and cultural phenomena that require social intervention.
To face so many social challenges social workers should be modernly educated, ethical and professionally experienced; they should be ready to meet even the most difficult and complicated social questions.
Education in the profession of social worker based on the Polish and European Union educational standards aims at preparing in a professional way and at introducing into work persons who pursue the studies. University education in this area, continued by permanently raising one's professional qualifications, aims at achieving the situation in which social workers could fruitfully practice their profession both in their own country and in other European countries. 
